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RESOLUTION #                                 


RESOLUTION # 187-07-03

NORTHWEST PORTLAND AREA


CALIFORNIA RURAL INDIAN

INDIAN HEALTH BOARD



HEALTH BOARD

JOINT RESOLUTION
Support for ATNI Resolution No. 03-46 to create a new Category of 

Eligibility for American Indian and Alaska Natives
WHEREAS,
the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) is a tribal organization under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty-three Federally-recognized Indian tribes in Oregon, Washington and Idaho and is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people in the Northwest; AND
WHEREAS,
the California Rural Indian Health Board, Inc. (CRIHB), founded in 1969 for the purpose of bringing back health services to Indians of California; is a tribal organization in accordance with Public Law 93-638, is a statewide tribal health organization representing 36 Federally recognized tribes in 21 counties through it’s membership of 11 Indian Health Programs throughout California’s Indian Country; AND

WHEREAS,
the NPAIHB and CRIHB are dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs   and concerns of Indian people; AND

WHEREAS, 
the primary goal of the NPAIHB and CRIHB is to improve the health and quality of life of its member tribes; AND
WHEREAS, 
many states have begun implementing severe cuts in their Medicaid programs as    cost containment measures in an effort to deal with state fiscal crisis and balance  state budgets; AND 
WHEREAS, 
the United States has a federal trust responsibility for Indian people established by   treaties, executive orders, legislation, and court decisions and this obligation extends to the provision of health care services to American Indian and Alaska Native people; AND
WHEREAS,
the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians have passed Resolution No. 03-46, Support for CMS Approval of new Category of Eligibility for American Indian and Alaska Natives, at their 2003 Mid-Year Conference (see attached); AND
WHEREAS,
Resolution No. 03-46 acknowledges the federal governments trust responsibility to provide health care to American Indian and Alaska Native people and the obligation to reimburse states at 100% for the costs of services provided to American Indian and Alaska Native; AND
WHEREAS,
Resolution No. 03-46 recognizes that the Mancari standard (Morton vs. Mancari) holds that the federal government has a unique legal responsibility and that American Indians may be treated differently in federal programs by virtue of their political status of tribes as sovereign nations; AND
WHEREAS,
current eligibility standards and benefits for American Indian and Alaska Natives varies according to state of residence; AND
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; that the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health  Board and the California Rural Indian Health Board endorse and Support  CMS Approval of a new Category of Eligibility for American Indian and Alaska Natives ATNI Resolution No. 03-46; NOW 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board and the California Rural Indian Health Board support a new category of eligibility with a uniform standard benefits package for all American Indians and Alaska Natives. 
CERTIFICATION

The foregoing joint resolution was adopted at a duly called regular joint meeting of the 
Board of Director’s of Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board and California 
Rural Indian Health Board (NPAIHB vote ___ For and_____ Against and _____ 
Abstain; CRIHB vote ___ For and ___ Against   and ______ Abstain) held this 19th 

day of July 2003 in Reno, Nevada and shall remain in full force and effect until 
rescinded.
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